A Separatist Spirit

present Emperor. She tells me Bethrnairn is being received
sympathetically as Chancellor by everybody including the
federal princes, which is also what the Grand Duchess
of Baden says in a letter. Here is an extract, "Every-
where people are discontented including even our Centre
Party. The financial reforms which are neither at an
end nor sufficient are much criticised. Mercifully the
Chancellor's personality inspires general confidence but his
task certainly won't be easy. One of the most regrettable
symptoms, the fruit of months of misunderstanding and use-
less discussion, is the separatist spirit which is raging more
and more in the North and South of Germany in the
Conservative Party. You see how everywhere there's a
muddle. . . . These are unsatisfactory times, let's hope
they're passing."

Yes, I know how the interior of Germany is discontented
with the North. The two peoples are really very different
from each other and their interests are different too. All this
added to their extremely exasperating and quarrelsome nature
is very contrary to a spirit of unity. But Germany will
always remain united in the face of foreigners. I think the
Emperor ought to show more deference towards the federal
princes who complain bitterly of the manner in which
they are treated by him. The latter avoids talking to them
when they come to Berlin, never informs himself of
what is going on in their countries and never gives them
an opportunity of expressing their political ideas. They
feel this lack of respect and it puts them in an extremely
bad temper. It only makes them regard Prussia with
hatred, and they find her system of Government peculiarly
disagreeable.

At Berlin courtesy is something which is becoming more
and more unknown.
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